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Another Year of Growth for AARG

By David Ivey

Upon my yrst visit to an AARG launch over 3 years ago at P3, | was amazed to see almost
20 to 25 people at the launch. | never knew there were so many people that enjoyed rocketry
as much as | did. Then | was pabbergasted to see how many people attended a subsequent
launch at McGregor sponsored by DARS. We could only hope then that AARG would reach
the stage that we would have to formalize our operations to enhance our launches for the
enjoyment and safety of everyone. Our last few launches at Hutto has shown that AARG is
indeed growing. Our monthly launches are being attended by all areas of the state and it has
shown by the launch fees collected and the line of cars that keeps growing.

New Launch Procedures

Below are listed a few changes that were implemented starting with the November launches.
Some of these seem redundant to me, as they only follow the guidelines of common sense.
Occasionally, depending on demand, attendance, weather and many other uncontrollable
circumstances, the below stated Launch Day Guidelines can and may be changed to more
sensibly accommodate the needs of that Launch Day. AARG intends to enforce the rules
and regulations at every launch. As is required by TRA Guidelines, all ynal decisions will be
made by the RSO/LCO.

1. All pyers and spectators are expected to obey parking area designations that may change
from one launch to another depending on the weather. Generally all parking will be west of
the road and south of the Launch Control Area. Parking will be allowed in the dirt yeld. We
will have a parking attendant for the yrst few launches until everyone grows to understand
our preferred parking areas. An area for ALL vendors will be reserved near the launch control
area.

2. All pyers must register at the registration area and pay their appropriate pying fee. (if ap-
plicable). The current launch fee schedule is:

FEES for KIDS - kids always py free

FEES for ADULTS - E and below T members py free
E and below - non-members $5

HPR - members $5

HPR - non-members $10

3. All positions must be ylled (RSO/LCO/Black Powder Manager/Pad Rat (manager)) BEFORE
any pights will commence. We do not have a Launch Duty sign up sheet on line. Please sign
up when you arrive at the launch at your earliest convenience. All help is appreciated.

4. All pyers must pass safety check inspection before being assigned a launch pad. You must
check in with the RSO and have your rocket approved and your pight card initialed by him
before being assigned a launch pad.

5. Black Powder Flyers are requested to bring their own launch controllers (not their pads)
until our new and upcoming launch control system has been developed. (PERSONAL PADS
ARE NO LONGER ALLOWED) The Black Powder Area will be located centrally with all other
launch pads and will be overseen by the Black Powder Corral Manager and LCO. Custom
Launch devices such as towers and piston launchers will be allowed at the discretion of the







